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D uring May, 70 poems were sandblasted into sidewalks along 95 Street and 107A Avenue
behind the Intercultural Centre (former McCauley School), along 96 Street and 105 Avenue by
the Post Office, and by the Garden of Truth at 108 Avenue and 97 Street. They were selected

as part of the Word On the Street project, which was led by artist and writer Agnieszka Matejko.

Word On the Street poems being sandblasted into a sidewalk. Agnieszka Matejko
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Submissions were solicited through a community postcard mail out, mentions in Boyle McCauley
News, and through various schools and organizations. The selected poems were chosen by a jury
made up of people from community organizations and individuals representing the diversity of the
area. “I am deeply grateful to all the poets who took the time to submit and to write honest, moving,
or, at times, funny poetry. As an artist, I know how vulnerable we are when we show our work to
others. It takes courage to submit artwork and I am honoured that so many people expressed trust
in this project,” says Matejko, who adds that there were many more poems the jury liked, but
limited funds did not allow for all of them to be sandblasted.

Matejko was inspired to do this project through a long-term friendship with a homeless man who
would take photos of the inner city and send them to her, adding his own comments. “His
comments were so moving and articulate, that I thought that they deserved to be immortalized on
the streets where he lived. For this reason, I began to work with communities to feature submissions
from children, youth, and really anyone who has an interest in writing. I hope that this project
brings to light the talent in the McCauley community and leaves a lasting legacy of many diverse
voices.”

She names numerous moments during the sourcing of submissions as ones which will stick with
her. “I was deeply touched by the many poems submitted by the women at the Hope Mission,
Wellspring, by the community members at Mustard Seed, among many others. Many submissions
came from people who had never written a poem before in their lives and their work was not just
good, but moved me to the core. Many participants said that from now on they plan to write and
start submitting poetry to magazines and festivals. Being accepted meant that they gained
confidence in their abilities and realized that they were as capable as anyone with a degree. That
was my dream and the motivation behind this project: poetry by well known and established area
poets is sandblasted right next to work by children, marginalized communities and people whose
voices have never been heard.”

Matejko is deeply grateful to all of the community partners that made Word On the Street a reality:

“First of all, I would like to thank the Canada Council New Chapter grant who made this project
possible. Without them it would not have happened.

E4C was absolutely instrumental in making this project a reality. They helped to submit various
grants, supported the project through letters, organized some of the workshops, connected me to
the community and took ownership of the project as the city requires that a community
organization is listed in city records. Without them, none of this would have been possible.

The McCauley Community League was also very supportive. They created an advisory committee
that met with me several times and gave feedback on locations and responded to any questions I
had. They also wrote endless letters of support to allow us to apply for grants and sandblasting
permits. I am very grateful to them for the time they took on this project.

The City of Edmonton also contributed greatly. This was a complex project and we are still not
finished as we are waiting for the permits for the plaques to go through. Heather O’Hearn
(Community Recreation Coordinator) and Jane Molstad (McCauley Revitalization Coordinator) met
with me many times and were incredibly patient and tolerant of my stress levels. I say that with a
smile but am genuinely grateful as I was discouraged at times and they kept me going though their
support.

There were also many other area organizations that made this project possible. I don’t want to make
it sound like they were the last and least important. A project like this simply can’t happen without
community involvement. I am deeply grateful that these organizations supported the project by
allowing me or area writers to come in and work with students or clients. They include:
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Boys and Girls Club 
Norwood School 
St. Alphonsus Catholic Junior High School 
St. Teresa of Calcutta Elementary School 
Victoria School Of the Arts 
Hope Mission Wellspring,  
Bissell Centre  
Mustard Seed  
Boyle Street Community Services 
 St Josaphat’s Senior’s Home 
Mile Zero 
Prosper Place Clubhouse

Finally, Leif Gregersen did a lot of work to advertise the project in the community. He was hired to
do this but he went over and above his salary to spread the word. I am deeply grateful to him for his
dedication and interest in the project.”

Word On the Street Poets

Intercultural Centre Location 
(Children’s names are not listed but their contribution is credited under the school or organization
name.) 
Jalal Barzanji 
Emma Campbell-Huxley 
Rhonda Cardinal 
Yvonne Chiu 
Sara Coumantarakis 
Lana Dorward 
Gary Garrison 
Haven Garth 
Leif Gregersen 
Paula E. Kirman 
Hannah Lister 
Christel E. Travnik 
Yael Neville 
Kennedy Olson 
Sharon Pasula 
Dominik Royko 
Edward Sarginson 
Jamie Stewart 
Rainer Stratkotter 
Susie Winters 
Boys and Girls Club 
Norwood School 
St. Alphonsus Catholic Junior High School 
St. Teresa of Calcutta Elementary School 
Victoria School Of the Arts

Post Office Location 
Larry Anderson 
Megan Atwood 
Patrick Bain 
Robert Burniston 
Jessica Davis 
Lana Dorward 
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