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The intercom emergency call at 
the University of Alberta Hospital 
rang out and a man raced past with 
his pager, lab-coat tails flapping. 
His feet shook the floor of the glass 
hallway.

Robyn Maskell turned back to the 
purple-and-white electrical tape she 
was patiently sticking to the wall and 
muttered, “I don’t like hospitals.”

Thirty first-year fine arts students 
from Grant MacEwan University 
are creating large art installations 
throughout the hospital atrium in an 
effort to cheer up the institution.

The effort is an assignment for 
a sculpture class with instructor 
 Agnieszka Matejko. Each student 
received three rolls of coloured 
tape, and they have a week to create 
a design large enough to fill several 
panels of glass.

Maskell and her partner, Emily 
Ruske, were creating an apple tree 
on Wednesday, detailing the bark 
with strips of white and purple. They 
plan to make apples out of Styrofoam 
balls and scatter them as if they were 
floating down the hallway. The stu-

dents were told they couldn’t use 
black and red together because that 
would be stressful for patients.

They couldn’t do anything reli-
gious, or anything that symbolized 
blood.

“It had to be basic,” said Ruske.
“For some people, it was really dif-

ficult. This one girl, her style is anime 
and gore,” said Maskell. “But for us 
it wasn’t difficult.”

“We looked at each other and said, 
‘Nature,’ ” added Ruske.

People can’t get outside enough 
during the winter, and besides, 
trees are easy. “It’s free; there’s no 
restrictions. It’s kind of hard to mess 
up a tree.”

Across the atrium, Tennielle Crier 
and Nicole Wolf were starting on a 
blue-and-yellow peacock.

“We’re going to extend the peacock 
features all the way across the hall. 
It’s going to be exaggerated and it’s 
going to be really good,” said Crier.

Matejko is grading the students on 
how well they transform the hallway. 
She hopes they learn to appeal to a 
broad audience, not just to art crit-
ics, she said.

“They can go outside of the gal-

leries. They can make their own 
opportunities.”

“I think it’s pretty cool. I’ve never 
seen this stuff before,” said Duke 
Courtoreille, a patient who had 
been wandering the floors to look 

for paintings Wednesday morning.
His right arm was in a sling. “I’d like 

to do some hands-on stuff myself,” 
he said. “But what they are doing, it 
brings cheer. It’s uplifting.”
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Art students’ 
designs brighten 

city hospital
Creations made from coloured electrical tape

edmontonjournal.com
To watch the MacEwan 

students assemble their tape 
creations, go to  

edmontonjournal.com/video
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Culture and Community Spirit 
Minister Lindsay Blackett is heading 
to Hollywood to shine a spotlight on 
Alberta’s filmmaking potential.

During a four-day excursion next 
week, Blackett will meet with War-
ner Bros., HBO, Walt Disney and 
other studio heavyweights in an 
 attempt to attract some productions 
north of the border.

He acknowledged an unfavourable 

exchange rate with the U.S. dollar 
currently makes the pitch more dif-
ficult, but said Alberta still has a lot 
to offer Hollywood in terms of its 
great shooting locations and skilled 
tradespeople.

“We can make Alberta look like 
Wyoming, we can make it look like 
New York City,” he said. “We want 
to let them know our incentives are 
competitive.”

The $6,400 trip will include an 

 industry dinner at the Canadian con-
sulate, and meetings with produc-
ers who came to a Banff conference 
last summer expressing an interest 
in shooting in Alberta.

“We’re going to try to finalize some 
deals were working on,” Blackett 
said. 

“A lot of it is just details in terms of 
financing. If we have to sweeten it or 
tweak it, we’re going to be very ag-
gressive in trying to get them here.

“I hope when we come back, we’ll 
be able to announce something 
within a short period of time.”

Blackett said he tried to set up a 
meeting with James Cameron, who 
was in Alberta in the fall to learn 
more about the oilsands, but the 
director was unavailable.

Joining the minister on the trip will 
be film commissioners representing 
Alberta, Calgary and Edmonton, as 
well as representatives from the film 

industry and its la-
bour union. 

A few Alberta 
productions have 
already been an-
nounced for the 
c o m i n g  y e a r , 
 including the fifth 
season of the CBC-
TV series Heart-
land, a CBC movie 

about Mountie Sam Steele, and a 
new series from the AMC network 
called Hell on Wheels.
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Lights, camera ... Alberta
Culture minister Hollywood-bound to tout province for filmmaking

Blackett
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Grant MacEwan University student Robyn Maskell, with other first-year fine arts students, works on a tape-art project  
on glass plates along the railings in the University of Alberta Hospital on Wednesday.
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St. Albert Transit will use GPS to 
improve customer service.

By May, all St. Albert Transit buses 
will be fitted with a satellite tracking 
system, providing riders with real-
time updates on bus schedules, said 
Steven Ma, operations manager at 
St. Albert Transit.

Expected bus arrival times can be 
accessed through the Internet, giving 
riders almost immediate updates. 

“We want to make taking the bus 
more efficient.

“Customers don’t want to wait too 

long for the bus,” Ma said.
Adopting the bus tracking system, 

known as NextBus, made sense given 
the large number of riders with mo-
bile devices, he said.

NextBus uses GPS tracking to 
 locate buses, relaying information 
to riders over the Internet through 

a product called automatic vehicle 
location. WebTech Wireless, an in-
ternational developer of GPS devices 
based out of Vancouver, is providing 
St. Albert Transit with the technol-
ogy.

St. Albert Transit paid $70,000 in 
2008 for the first stage of integrating 
NextBus into its transit system.

The cost for the final equipment 
purchase is $100,000 with operat-
ing costs at an average of $5,000 per 
month.

St. Albert Transit’s operating bud-
get will pay for NextBus, Ma said.

Many people are expressing in-
terest in up-to-the-minute bus 
tracking updates, said Ben Mittel-

steadt, senior communications ad-
viser at Edmonton Transit. The ETS 
 administration is currently working 
on a “smartbus” technology report 
for the transportation and public 
works committee, possibly for next 
month, he said.

Banff became the first municipal-
ity in Canada to get on route with 
NextBus in 2008.

“It offers a real convenience for 
riders and encourages more people 
to use the bus to get around,” said 
Diana Waltmann, manager of com-
munications for the Town of Banff.

Waltmann said GPS technology 
also helps transit operators organize 
bus scheduling more efficiently.

Many of the stops have signs that 
announce the next bus and alerts 
may be sent to mobile devices if 
 requested.

Strathcona County Transit is also 
looking to combine GPS technol-
ogy with its services, said Sheryl 
Mayko, transit marketing and public 
relations specialist with Strathcona 
County Transit.

“NextBus sounds like a convenient, 
good thing,” said Ethan Hopchin, 23, 
who lives in St. Albert and works as 
a tech-analyst in downtown Edmon-
ton. Hopchin said he will check out 
his bus route before leaving work, 
once the service is up and running.
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St. Albert Transit riders look to the sky for the next bus
 We want to make taking 

the bus more efficient. 
Customers don’t want to 

wait too long for the bus. 
Steven Ma, St. Albert Transit
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*Based on standard room at the Marmot Lodge, per person,
double occupancy. Other room types and prices available.
Limited availability. Not valid with any other offer. Does
not include taxes. Some restrictions apply.

SPECIAL JASPER
IN JANUARY
PACKAGE AVAILABLE!
JAN. 14-29, 2011

• Accommodation
• Daily hot breakfast
• Marmot Basin lift ticket
• Winter Savings Coupon Book

PACKAGE INCLUDES:
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Passionate Purveyors of Canadian Made FurnitureTM

Annual Sample Sell-offTM

St. Albert Trail & 130 Ave, Edmonton 780.455.7054 Toll Free 1.866.455.7054
www.upperwoodsfurniture.com

Hurry in for the best selectionON NOW


